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TIIK NUMISMATIST 


LIVE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ITEMS. 

By Kiksar H. Adams. 



Through llic kindness of II. < >. (Inuliters we can present in this number an illus¬ 
tration of what, in our opinion, is one of the most desirable and rarest of all the 
pattern and experimental issues of the California private gold coinage. The Cincin¬ 
nati Mining & Trading Company is one of the obscurest of the private mints, and no 
information worth speaking of has been obtained in regard to its operations. Up to 
two or three years ago its only known or contemplated denominations were #5 and 
fid. of which examples in gold had long been in the United States Mint collection at 
Philadelphia. Both denominations in gold are of extreme raritv. the $5 piece being 
much rarer than the fid. A couple of years ago there came to light, and was dis¬ 
posed of in one of the Elder sales, a #20 copper trialpiece of the same company. 
This was the first intimation that such a denomination had ever been contemplated, 
much less that the dies had been prepared and samples struck from them. As will 
he noted, the design is of the same character as the other two denominations. It is 
said that the last owner of the piece before the auction had purchased it from a 
mining man who had obtained it in Salt bake City quite a number of years ago. The 
miner had carried it around in his pocket for a number of years as a pocket piece. 
Notwithstanding this rough treatment, much of the original design can still he seen. 



This shows the last pattern dollar of original design made at the Mint. It is 
sometimes called the “Shield Hairing Dollar,” on account of liberty’s earring 
being in the form of a United States shield. The design was that of George T- 
Morgan of the Mint. It is regarded as one of the most striking and handsome 
designs produced there. It is known in both silver and copper. Pieces of the same 
design, of the denominations of half and quarter dollar, also were struck in silver 
and copper. The set is of extreme rarity. 


JANUARY, 1912 



In the November number of Thu Numismatist Henry Chapman drew th 
tion of the A. N. A. to the fact that there had just come to his notice the exis' 
a pair of dangerous counterfeits of the N. K. shilling and sixpence. Mr. C 
some time ago forwarded these counterfeits to the editor, and they are rep 
above for the information of our readers. The copper specimen to which Mi 
man referred was from the same die as the above, but on a larger planchet. 
future, from time to time, we will endeavor to reproduce, where possible, 
struck copies of American coins, and desire all such pieces to be sent to the i 
he reproduced in this department. 

The interesting question of who cut the dies for the half dollar of 1807, \ 
bust of Liberty facing to the left, is asked by Henry Chapman. Mr. Chaptnn 
“ I find that at the Mint some years ago there was a plaster cast model of a 
Liberty similar to this head, and signed ‘ K. Lugio Persico,’ an Italian’artl 
was also employed doing some sculptor work on the Capitol at Washington. 
Scott of Lancaster. Pa., also cut dies about this time. It is an interesting 
investigation, as to who made the dies for the various United States coins, . 

I am sorry to say has been sadly neglected in the past." 

The only information in regard to who cut the dies in question that is a 
is taken from J. Ross Snowden’s " Mint Manual of Coins of All Nations. 
Snowden says that immediately upon the employment of John Reich as A 
Engraver in 1807 he commenced the preparation of new dies. “ Up to the L 
new die made its appearance there had been issued from the mint about 301,t 
dollars, 220,643 quarter dollars, and 165,000 dimes of the old type. The a 1 
of the Assistant Kngraver, which appears to have been first directed to th 
coins, seems to have been confined to the preparation of dies for the half doll 
as we find that there was no coinage of the smaller denominations after l 
above alluded to. The omission of half dollars of the new type was very b 
reference to the table will show.” Mr. Reich evidently also made the 1807 ■ 
the new types of the half and quarter eagle. In regard to them Mr. Snowdei 
the following reference, which would indicate that Robert Scott made the dies 
old types of half and quarter eagles: “No further changes were made 
decides on the gold coins until the year 1807. In this year it became appareu 
Director of the Mint (Robert Patterson) that the gentleman who was then en 
Mr. Robert Scott (appointed in November, 1793), ‘though indeed a m?ritori< 
faithful officer, was yet so far advanced in life that he could not very 1 
expected to continue his labors,’ and, in anticipation of such a contingency, 
ployed Mr. John Reich, with the approbation of the President, to act as a 
engraver, and under date of April 2d, 1807, wrote to the President as follows 
Reich is now preparing a set of new dies, in which some improvements 
devices will he introduced (adhering, however, to the strict letter of the lawl 
it is hoped, will meet with public approbation.’ Half and quarter eagles had 
been issued of the old type. At precisely what time the new dies were put in 
cannot ascertain, hut judge that it could not have been before the latter part > 
mer; consequently there was issued from the Mint about 33,496 half eag 
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LIVE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ITF.MS. 

By Edgar H. Adams. 



Through lilt* kindness of H. O. t '.ranberg we can present in this number an illus¬ 
tration of what, in our opinion, is one of the most desirable and rarest of all the 
pattern and experimental issues of the California private gold coinage. The Cincin¬ 
nati Mining N Trading Company is one of the obscurest of the private mints, and no 
information worth speaking of has been obtained in regard to its operations. I T p to 
two or three years ago its only known or contemplated denominations were #5 and 
fin, of which examples in gold had long been in the United States Mint collection at 
Philadelphia. Both denominations in gold are of extreme rarity, the f.S piece being 
much rarer than the flO. A couple of years ago there came to light, and was dis¬ 
posed of in one of the Elder sales, a f20 copper trialpiece of the same company. 
This was the first intimation that such a denomination had ever been contemplated, 
much less that the dies had been prepared and samples struck from them. As will 
lie noted, the design is of the same character as the other two denominations. It is 
said that the last owner of the piece before the auction had purchased it from a 
mining man who had obtained it in Salt bake City quite a number of years ago. The 
miner had carried it around in his pocket for a number of years as a pocket piece. 
Notwithstanding this rough treatment, much of the original design can still be seen. 



This shows the last pattern dollar of original design made at the Mint. It is 
sometimes called the "Shield Earring Dollar.' - on account of Liberty's earring 
being in the form of a United States shield. The design was that of George T- 
Morgan of the Mint. It is regarded as one of the most striking and handsome 
designs produced there. It is known in both silver and copper. Pieces of the same 
design, of the denominations of half and quarter dollar, also were struck in silver 
and copper. The set is of extreme rarity. 


JANUARY. 1912 
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>n. As now practiced the past two years it is not known when they are 
e ready and the officials at the mint are given a great amount of unneces- 
trouble holding or returning the money sent in and answering cor- 
ondence about the delay in filling the order. 

It seems to this Convention an unnecessary restriction that lately has 
e into vogue with the department, that is, if a certain denomination is 
struck in great quantities for general circulation, this precludes its be- 
issued in proof condition. As the proofs are not struck on the ordinary 
ing press, but are especially minted and cared for by others than the 
liar workmen, and the collectors of coins pay a premium to the Govern- 
t over and above the face value—a premium that more than reimburses 
Government for the expense—that this question of the issuance to the 
' ic has no bearing on the subject, and in years past the precedent can be 
ly verified that it was not taken into consideration at all. 

The Director of the Mint is especially requested to aid numismatists 
i are preserving the coins of the country for future generations and 
i at great pecuniary expense. In many instances in the past the proof 
imen is the only example extant from the dies—1875, $3, $1; 187(i, $3; 
7, 20c., 5c., 3c., lc.; 1878, 20c., 5c., 3c., and many other instances could 
ited. 

The following was offered by Mr. Sears: 

‘‘We, the undersigned, members of the American Numismatic Associa- 
i, respectfully request that your honorable body make Mr. Silas C. Stev- 
of Chicago an Honorary Member of this Association.” 

Signed by Elmer S. Sears, Harry F. Williams, Ebenezer Beesley, How- 
,1 Wood, John E. Morse, Wayte Raymond, Edgar H. Adams, Judson 
nner, Henry Chapman, J. M. Henderson, Waldo C. Moore, George P. 
nch, F. G. Duffield, Fred E. Merritt. 

Mr. Stevens was thereupon elected an Honorary Member of the Asso- 
ion. 

A paper on "Some Paper Money I Have Met,” by A. A. Leve, was read 
Mr. Duffield, in the absepce of Mr. Leve. 

Waldo C. Moore then read a paper on "Say and Hearsay.” 

On motion, the convention adjourned at noon. 


Members in Attendance. 

J. P. Hale Jenkins 
M. Marcuson 
Elmer S. Sears 
George C. Arnold 
John E. Morse 
Henry Chapman 
H. H. Yawger 
Fred B. King 
Rud Kohler 
Fred E. Merritt 

S. Hudson Chapman 
Dr. Edw. Plummer 
J. L. Woolsey 
Robert Bird 
B. H. Collins 
Fred Joy 

T. E. Leon 
.Waldo Newcomer 

Waldo C. Moore. 


Convention Exhibits. 

WALDO NEWCOMER, Baltimore, Md.—Owing to the limited time 
it Mr. Newcomer had at his disposal, and due to the fact that lie was 
ddenly called out of town the day before the convention took place, lie 
is unable to show any coins except the greater rarities. First among these 
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he endeavored to show nearly all of his splendid collection of private or 
territorial gold pieces, which includes pattern pieces struck in base metals 
as well. 

Private pieces included a complete set of the coins of Baldwin & Co., 
struck in San Francisco in 1850 and 1851. These included a very fine speci¬ 
men of the $20 piece, dated 1851, two varieties of the "Horseman” $10 
piece, one with fine reeding on the edge and the other with coarse reeding; 
also the only known pattern gold piece of the same design which was re- 
struck several years ago and is similar to the "Horseman” issue of 1850, 
with the exception that "A. Kuner” is not shown on the ground below the 
horse; he also showed two different varieties of the Liberty head $10 piece, 
dated 1851, one with perfect and the other with broken die, and a splendid 
specimen of the $5, dated 1851, with the word "Baldwin” on the coronet. 
There were exhibited varieties of the issue of the Wass, Molitor & Co., San 
Francisco, Calif., issue from 1852 to 1855, including the denominations of 
$5, $10, $20, and $50. All of these pieces were in a splendid state of 
preservation, especially the $50 piece, and he showed one of the three known 
specimens of the $20 piece bearing this firm’s name, which showed a large 
Liberty head. This piece is so rare that it is not even possessed by the 
United States Mint, and is known in only two other collections. It is exact¬ 
ly the same design as a trial piece from the same dies struck in white metal, 
which is listed as "Adams 92,” and which piece Mr. Newcomer also showed. 

Kellogg & Co., San Francisco, Calif., were represented by a complete 
series of $20, dated 1854-1855, with short and long arrows, and also the 
$50 piece in brilliant proof condition. In addition to this series in gold 
there was also shown the pattern piece for the $20 coin of the same issue, 
without date, struck in copper, which bears the number “Adams 95." The 
unique specimen of $5 gold piece, issued by J. S. Ormsby & Co., Sacramento. 
Calif., in 1849, was also shown. The issues of the private minting firm of 
Moffatt & Co., San Francisco, from 1 849 to 1 853, inclusive, were represented 
by the different varieties of the $5 and $10 of 1849, the $10 piece of 1X52 
and the $20 piece of 1 853, also the $16 rectangular gold ingot issued by 

this firm in 1849. There was a complete series shown of Augustus Hum¬ 
bert and the United States Assay Office of California, dated 1851, 1 852, and 

1853, in all denominations, the most notable among these being the $20 

piece of 1853, struck by the United States Assay Office, in brilliant proof 
condition. This same series included a superb set of nine $50 octagonal 
pieces. Among the pattern pieces of California was a series of $20, $10, 
$5 and $2.50 of the State of California, dated 1851, all silver proofs. A 
great rarity of the collection was a practically uncirculated specimen of the 
$5 gold piece issued by Shults & Co. in San Francisco in 1851. There are 
only five specimens of this coin known, and this piece is in the finest state 
of preservation. 

Also the $1 gold piece of the Pacific Mining & Trading Co., dated 1 84 9, 
struck in gold. There are only two pieces of this kind, the other being in 
the collection of Virgil M. Brand, of Chicago. Bearing this same stamp 
was a $2.50 piece, dated 1849, struck in silver, which bears the number 
“Adams 6 3.” There also was a silver pattern piece struck over a Spanish 
one real of the denomination of a dollar, which bears the number "Adams 
65.” 

A notable piece in the collection was a very splendid specimen of the 
rare $5 gold piece issued by Dunbar & Co. in San Francisco in 1851. There 
was also an almost uncirculated specimen of the rare $10 piece issued by the 
Cincinnati Mining & Trading Co. in 1849. In this same series were two 
trial pieces in copper of the denomination of $20 and $10. The $20 piece 
was in practically uncirculated condition, and is one of the two known 
specimens; the $5 piece, in rather poor condition, is the only specimen 
known struck in copper. 

There was shown a specimen of the rare $10 issued by Dubosq & Co. 
in 18Ej0 in San Francisco. There have been located only three other speci¬ 
mens of this great rarity. Dubosq & Co. were also represented by the 
$2.50 and $5 gold pieces dated 1849 and struck in copper. These $5 and 
$2.50 pieces are respectively numbered “Adams 67 and 58,” and are of the 
utmost rarity. 

A .very fine specimen was shown of the $20 piece, struck in copper, 
bearing on the coronet the name of Blake & Co., issued in Sacramento in 
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